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My friends think I am orazy and my business aspoolates are
gure of it. And yet, in spite of all the evidense, I maintain that
balloon racing is the greatest sport that has ever been devised by man,

When I returned from taking part in the Tecent Gordon-Bennett
gontest from Stuttgart, Germshy, I was met at the pier by an old chm
who had, until then, preserved his faith in me.

"Woll," he sald after greetings were over, WFor the first -
time in a week, your wife is sure she isn't 2 widow, "

I nodded.
"You have been a prisoner in Russia for gix days and a half,

haven't you?"

I admitted it.

And you have a broken rib?"®

"Pwo of them,"®

"And a game legf?"

"Yeso,.®

"You've bean away from your business seven weeks and the
profits have been practically stopped during your absencef®

"nfortunately == yes."

"You were frogen and nearly nt;;'ﬁu and it was only by luck
that you were not killed when you landed in a hurricane?®

®gomething like that."”

He shook his hemd as though the puzzle were too much for him,

"§ill you kindly tell me then where the sport comes in?" he

asked,
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I tried to think of an answdr but for the life of me, I could
not,

"Ho," I sald, "I only know that it is sport and the greatest
in the world."®

# # # # # #

There was no thought of Russian bayonets waiting for us as we
watohed the tw&nty-;;:Eﬁ great bags slowly filling that eloudy Sunday
in Stuttgart. Half a dozen nations were rapresented in the great olassip
of the air == +the plek of the aeronauties pilots of the world, men whe
had covered thousands of miles in their favorite sport and who could be
depended upon to stiok to the contest to the end to get the last foot
possible of diastance to their credit.

John Watts was pilot of the Kansas City and I was his aide. The
balloon was filling at the far end of the pipe that poursd gas into the
bage and we were to be the last to start.

All about the field floundésed (lie raw, ox-gyed peasant reoruits
of the German army, working like beavers on the sodden earbh, still wet
from several daye of rain. Stupid and bovine in the extreme they Eecmed
without the power to think for themselyes yet their willingness to help
was unvaryving and the patience of thelr officers never onee flagged,

It was "Meine Kinder" this and ""Meine Kinder" that with the tone of
fatherly affection unspoiled by the alightuqt edge of sarcasm or irri=
tation,

Through all the hurry and exeitement, Caphain Fritz and Captain
Clesa, who had been assigned to help us with our balloon, remained calm
and undisturbed, directing their men in the work of preparation as though
the other twenty % bags and the other hundreds of men did not exist,

®If you should happen to get inte Russia and land at night,"

1id Captain Prits, himself a veteran balloonist, "your first enemies
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will be the wolves, They will not be- Lx'otmd in the daytime. But, at
,l' night, 3 :_-.n:ru will hear f:lrﬂt B lﬂng-dral'p baying 1like the hnwl:l.ns of a -
dﬂg but it will be different, It will have in it a note of mixed
nu.mn.gy and cowardice that a dog's bay doss not have. In five minutes,
: :_'f,rnu ‘Will hear the sound taken up and echoed from all sides. Then you
H‘I-"I dn danger, It will be no use to try te fight, They will be too
umr for you, And you oannpt flee.  They will be too fagt for you,"
ot "Then what can we do9¥ -

"Simply ]?.urn your balloon ‘hlﬂ.ﬁt_'nﬂr and_, get under it, Hold

it down tight and, with your revolvers and knives, you cen easily dig=
pose of those more impudent and m.tng 'l:.ha.n the others that sniff too
close about you, "

It was not a vary chesring preélude to our farewell but wa Imew
_-.hmr 'rnlua'h-la- such advice might prnﬂ and we mue;pted it in the spirit in
which it was given. e =
DTl o by oumy e big bae ot
:ﬂmm then rose until ithe m%&m and then, ‘while the!

'hﬂlﬁl blared the national anthems ; : pilﬂtu and the thousands of

apan—tatnﬂ cheered themselves hnnh:ﬁ ;ilﬂal ua,jut.in.ug upward and to
the northeast vntil they became mn! ﬂuﬂﬂ. gpecks melting into the
grl.;r mistes of the clouds, e

Hothing -that I know of is ‘.h:l in:]:iring than the aturt of a
n-:mtant like this, Upward and Btill w thﬂu men sall, away from
the leaden feet of earth, until 8ll <=4 and all the great worke of man
dwindle into insignificenee and -mxﬁi;:'mm;_mt the vastness of the
stheme of Wature spread mit below n.nd. ﬂli two lone 'Tn:,rn.g:nrn are hushed in
into awed Hilmuu and reverence by . ﬂl:ljlﬁll ef n‘h:ﬂlu.tu infinity such

AS AN never gome to man upon the earth,
We waited pur turn impatiently, The Kansas City II was

filling at the far end of the pipe nml ap one after the other of the

mmw

A




(4)
from thuir indiﬂdual feeds
balloons rounded ’;; shape and the gu Was turned off, the entire presa=-

: _ura rushed into the pipe and Wi ﬂrﬂﬂ audﬂlrﬂ;r pourad full strength into the
: hﬂ.a: upon which we pinned all uurhupn:. . : \
: We saw the danger at once, As .quinklar a8 we could, we rushed _‘
o %o turn off the flow but, with a rear and hiss tha:l: eould be heard far
away, the swelling side of the bag ‘Tipped at t.ha base and wes torn
apart in a great rent that aplit J.f from appendix to valve. Iike a
glant dealt a death wound in the mids” _ofits strength and power, it sank
- shudderingly intc & helpless, hopeless, inert heap, pathetic in its dradb
._ unloveliness and tragie in its grim moekery of all the amhit:l.mﬁ which
had broucht us on this journey of nearly ten thousand milesa,
For the moment, we were %{oo dazed to speak. - Then, realising °
“ that the good sporteman must nmever lose his temper, we set to work as
oalmly as possible to examine the wreckage.
'"'hii,' :Ii ,nad.d. !ﬁiﬂs me the wrld.*n réum for loging Gore
i 1 e | = LE,

: But, even as I spoke, those Em.ufﬂuan, quietly and wii;'.lli-'.ﬂ 5
‘out estentation, gave an example of true sportsmanship which I have
nﬂ'ﬂl_"uﬂﬂn excelled, : :

"It is too bad,* they saids  "But you must not be exeluded
.. from ghe ra.c;u. Wo will get. you another balloon,®
And, in less than an. hour, the Dusseldorf II, in which von
Aberoron had expected to nump;ta, -I?p ppread upon the filling cloth,
slowly swelling up as the ganm m * m m:,. Von Absrcron was an army
officer and the military mﬂ*uriﬂm .‘#‘l:r the last moment, had forbidddn
any member of the staff tp take m i‘n the race 'humm!t of the recent
- death of Von Gerilcke, winner of M,;’E’“'E race, _'

Three German bll‘.l.unm nad It.i.rtnd ghead of us to gain the
eup which the aeronauts of each n-t-:!:ﬂn strive so hard to win, yet thgse
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gplendid men == gantlnm' '111 the truest sense u:r the word -- fnrgnt-l all
feeling of national selfishness mﬂ. thought u-n:l.;l,r of good :pﬂrtmarmhi;p
and fair play,.

We“oould noi start until lomg after all of the others had
laft, It wos after sunset whan the, riilinﬂ; of our bag was vompleted
and more time was required for attmbhing the basket, uh&ilnﬁ that 21l was ;. :
in readiness and bldding gnm:l. e g our frimﬂs‘i. Then, slowly and
majestisally the Dusseldorf II rode e.4 uha hﬂ.ﬁ. riun in so many other nun*
tests and we drifted northesst, almost diredtly in the t‘ruk. of the \
balloong wh iuh had gone before us, y

Blowly we left the myrim_l #ounds of the eity behind; we rose
higher and higher until we ware ﬁﬂ far from the earth for the. human
ﬁriuu %o earry and only thr_un url_j.ni:'} sounds =-=*the erowing.of ﬁuﬂ'.ltl..
the barking of dogs and the ﬂ:intuﬂf’ of losomotives == could reach us,
_H ‘li-hnll thrn, the last fo e ln'li is the Hﬂw%’?i 1“% _ h

i

--i?'iaﬂiﬁr'nﬁii.' s e
Gradually we ntt:m to an elevation of about 2500 fest and, .
i at that height, we sailed t-hrnushuut the beautiful moonlight night. : ;
" needed no watch for below us the -rilugu ¢loeks chimed out the hours and ,
the sounds of their hells osme to mg faintly and musically, .
_ : Several times we un‘rw shadows in the distance that we _
knew to be other balloons and, 'ﬂ;iﬂlgr after midnicht, we saw a great \
.. sphere deptending far behind us. ,.J;Eu' it ascended and, when mﬂmiﬂs
came, had passed us in a swifter hﬂlﬁ*ﬂ: alr above,
Daylight oame tu us many ﬂnutﬂ 'haﬂlrra the first faint dtreaks
of gray wére visible to those on nm}l:l;. \ HI_L'-I 80 musch hifher that we :
could, as it were, look over thﬂﬁ'lﬁir:ﬁf the _ua.:"th to the sun as it rose ,

- and soon it was up in all ‘iis slnr:ﬁ."

"
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Pirst came breakfast. 4 ocld meal? By no means. Piping
ot | ' ;.
We had tinned food with us tnd each t:l.n was really a ean with=
in a oan, The food was in the inner tm, between the outer and the
inne ¥ were weter and lime., We simply punetured holee in the outer
- tin, all arcund it, allowing the ;nhr and the lime te mix, In two
minutes it was beginning to steamj in ﬂﬁ-u;: minutes, itlm too hot to
.eat,0f m:ruraa the fnnds were nlrlqﬂrﬂnkﬂ hafnﬂ being put up. Phe
slasking of the 1ime gimply brought thn #% up to the desired temper=
eture, " ; ‘
It struck my sense of humor to read the German lasbel on the
nnn.w:lth everything foreign except the welcome words, in big type,
"IRISH STEW", : '
All day we salled ateadily in & general north east direotion
nﬂd.; ,1-'1.+-¢ in thu aftamm:r., we, paa,nml. nﬂ; hun and mtarud I:rmt to us

ﬁ!g}nuk we passed over what we | I
some sharp eyes-in a Iittle mirdng
blew & greeting to which we made by ﬂuhj.ng our little electrie
light, By midnight, we were making eplendid epeed and, with eighteen |
bags of sand left out of the origimal thirty eight, it looked like per- -
tein vistory and a new worldts w it
Tha rl:l,_,ht was porfest WM‘H‘- iI,ﬁ o'sliogk, Then, almost

thout waraing, we found purael ok ‘Jur a !‘lﬂ-:‘l that developed in .
a fow minutes into a hurrieane, . q.nﬂ-. tq:;i_;h_;n were pitched as
._ to anothéy and I saw a phenome-
never presentsd to-me,  Our

- wa rose or fell from one stratum

 nom whieh all my -prwinuia exper

4 . L]
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~ four ‘hundred foot drag mﬁn, which shaild have mmg straight down from
the basket, was blown out at & sharp mglej the balloon was in one air
u_‘l:.:ﬂ.nhm whilh the end of the rope wak in another going in a dirferent.
directlion. ) .
Soon the rain ceme in t&ljﬁn’h and echanged to snow and the
- mogature on the balloon, began o freezn sodids Mo sdded woight of
the thlok uuzrr.-,iﬂ of ice which fumﬂ and whinh was oonAtantly inoreased
by the piling snow was to0 nrunh for trw gag to sustain and we began to.
fa:.]j.. nve:rhnard. went everything that we could tesr loome, , Bag after
" tag of 1.Hn.nﬂ. wag cut away, -food rnlllniru_ i% and even parts of our cloth-
ing was heaved overboerd for we weze pow Fushing at a uiukenir..-s spepd
toward the earth, . ;
1+ was just about daylight when we plunged through the well
of the lowest cloud aﬂd. sew the white earth rushing up at' us, We
:m:l.'l.ed. the valve as. we struek with a bn.na: snd then up;tng for the r:l.p

. over the land by the wind driven hﬂ-ﬁlm- But the rl.pping mul had
been frogen golid and refused to give an inch,

With the preat btag above us ecatohing the full strength of
‘the hurricane, we were dashed madly seross stumps, rooks &nd roots,
thrown viclently first to one side lhﬂ then to the other, Watts tumbling
upon me and I tumbling upon lk.ttl* gxpecting that essh srash would mean
the end for us yet unable to grip & ing uufﬂuinntlr hna to anable

-

us to eccepe, ; %:" -
= gt

L]

) -'-iutn-thi_ air and, as we-plunged
; gaught In 4the branches of a gread

down sgain, the netting about the

treo and we etopped with a final § ' wmt piled ue on top of easch other

~in the bottowm of the basket, Bz,

For a moment, I lay utu:mﬂulnﬁ unable to. _move, Then, when I
e

i
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dragged myself slowly and painfully b fiy feet, each move revealing &’ Fin g
new bruise, I found Watts feeling hmjglf all over, trying to find one |
_malllplnna that had not suffered, ' ]

: On all aides of u.s stretehel the forest, Bo far as we ocould,
see, we had landed in an uninhahited country bub, even as we looked

about us, a strange figure came out of t'h.ﬂ ﬂm of the trees -and

ptood 1nnk:lwg at ws half in fear mﬂ half 1r. curiosity, |He was nlml

in wooly ekins from his head tn his ﬂneei!; his hair and beard wore un=

shorn, bireh bark ahn‘ta un-remd his :!u,t. and his legs were. thiskly

_ wrapped in oloth of some kind bound avound with leather Btﬁa:pu. An axe

in his ved ne1+ gompleted his uqu:ljgm1nh .
Eg-nn he was joined by others @ll driving shaggy pomies to

gledges and as their mmbers grew, their confidence inereaged and we
were surrounded., It was impossible to maks ourselves unﬁnﬂt:md.." I
' pulled out:my dnternational aeronautic pl:mt.":_ ;J._v_:m;, qnntra;mgg h;! R

'. 1;' -fi"-"'ﬂ.t fﬂﬂ:" wag nots i ﬁ}sapﬁming. Once convin-

eed that wa were really human be 1 sseing that I was not danger=
r sproined that I could not bear

e by insolence and tha:,r 'puahud.

" ous begause $¥f one of my feet was :
my weight upon 1%, their awe wos sug
. us rovghly awey from the balloon afif the trees to as miser~
u‘hlu a nnllentian of l.'d.:'t:,r 1:Lt-ti.|r A a8 I have ever nan-

ind @lothes up to drj' while one
._-_ *el;h- ml fire, pommed them inte

1 tq, ‘had the tea ataminﬂ.

e Inside one of them, we hul
- of the men shoveled some hot nm;ﬁ 3
thu funnel of the samovar and, 3
Then he brought out two £11thy :! 'y “ﬂ them eut with a corner of
g us. By l'.n- and threes,

th- ﬂm, the windows of whieh

y apd tow £11ling a1l the chinkes

© his filthier ekin eoat and £illed ¥
mora of the shasgy peasants © o
had been closed for the winter with

@
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As the steam from their -hmtiu ﬂnap.?ﬂ. thrﬁ;.le,:h and mingled with the steam
from their unchanged olothes of hair' md hide, the atmosphere in the
Toom became first oppreseive, then suifosating and then positively nau=
seating, To add to our unha.pp:l.nul_, & slatternly old woman brought
ll_'fnrth a tin'wash basin, set it dn the floor before us, shredded into it
A plege of gﬁ&fﬂ maat with her unlovely f.-l.ﬁi;arn and then poured boiling I
. water over 1t 2ll, bidding us sat of 1};: delectable mess t0 our hearts?
content,  But, hungry ﬂ.a we were, we osculd not, : .

Driven to desperation by suth l.i‘llﬂ.l:fﬂrtl';l nl tried to_make
our way out of the door for a breath of .ﬁ'luh aly and that, for the first
tima, showad us our true situatien, - r '

The doore were guairdﬂ. o wers prisoners,

Later, we found that these poor ignorant fellows had dimly
heard of the war in the Balkans and, ‘nhl:l.nﬂn;_: that we n::a the advance-

: La s -'ﬂﬂtm
Mqla tc understand a word we said H them éither in English o E-amnn,
there wae hothing for them to do hl:h hml.‘l.n us into their sledges and
~80, Witk a soldier on each midse, :Im!.ng bayonet fixed formidibly in :
Tifle, we drove away over the most M‘hh of roads,With the hmpin:,

t‘nu hunger, the lagk of llup = W
with soaresly a wink and had -:qia
spraincd fﬂﬂ‘ﬂ- and an mrutin:h:

‘been 36 hours in the balloen
e in the hut =- and with my

my side giving the first hint
; ‘-'-. .‘\..__

After four hours of this foffure, we reached Mosolsvo, a 1ittle

village built up about ~ glass ran.w l‘hoﬁi wé were quartaered in tha

”

,
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house of the manager, M, Gorenstein and his wife =~ and, to my dying

day, I shall bleas their naomes. - Mme, Gorenstein spoke German with whieh
I hnd a more or less useful working hm:awludgi, and 20, at last, we were
bhle to meke ourselves understood.’ :

For four days we were undsr !zuu:td. while nﬁ tr!.ull'bnard WoLE
on its way from Pekov, two hundred miljes ﬂlﬂ.‘.l". During ail that time,
| M, and Mue, Goronstein showed us everyl sourtesy possible but, every
where we went, the armed guard at the E::! fell into line behind us,

and, witk hic bayoneitted gun over his ulder, saw fo. 1t that we did

-:m:«t attempt to Tun AWAY. _Thil in !I-Ii;[t'ﬂ_nf the fact that my ankle had
: grown so vad that I was unable 1o use 4t for mors than & few steps at
.n Lina, ;

Finally the trial !:l-::na.rd. errived — four eaytains of eavalry
and artillery and the Governor's 'er&'hnr;r == and then !'niunnd the

: riﬂ..ﬂﬁt :t cos 1% l.a.a avar h-am: tn.;-' prhllqm tu li‘l"B t!urw.g]::.. Ent a

- -'r." 'I'. i ...‘:.I S '. i = r '.' 8 i i o .- il Tt

"-.'-

B ks we 1d to wads thrﬂu{;h a1l mmnmtm of the i undu, -
to mwear great oaths to long ﬂum the fmport of which we under=

stood to e that we were nnt ﬂ Emn:l.a and had no designs upon

 her pease or prosperity. '
boat of the t-rnuhlﬂ_-i?:._:::. y about
. er€, We had, in the first pl i
“vised by tho Russian consul in 8%
trtumphantly prodused ous mm 5 o prove that we were all
14 £hat ﬁ- julpurtl ﬂllﬂl for the

through the faults in our pap=
geted to have our passportis
#t but, worst of all, when we

great letters, the name Dusseldox | I:Hunl its eguator.

. Taturally this made our ingisiters susploious -~ that is,




they were offlcially sugploious pubt during the intermissions 'ﬁf the
two days' trial, wn laughed with -tham, joked with them in gxeerable -
German, smoked niaa:attea with them, ate, played and slept with them
and found them to ve as fine a set of good fellows as I have aver mety
They were simply the vietins of an arthaie system and they knew it buty
during their time on duty, thay mainthiined the diselipline of the good
goldier whether they liked it or not]

After struggling along A8 .in.r-&a w could in thip cruds manie
the board deoided that there was notling to do but imka us to Pskov
and there lat the ﬂ-u%ermr himself dsolde what ghonld be dons with ua.'-;_‘."
Besildes, my arkie and :ri"ba wara Mumina so painful that 1t was necesf -
to get me to a surgeon in mere humanity.

gnall I ever forget thal drosky ride teo the nearest raurua.#

e e S

By some miracle, M. :]urunntuin nad naamgﬂd. to get our ballodn to thﬂ _' e

?‘”ﬂmﬂ.thagﬁ

%  arm and whispered, "Listenl _' : rj'ﬁ $hat?"

lne: wran 1%411..; il ight usa.ﬁ to n.;ll. ﬁ'@tn uisai u

‘Tt was & WOlfl

Weitror man nor ¥ ar thate Wo dashed like

mad through the trees and )
gending mruir,ating pains
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From all sides- the nmurnrul 9Ty of the animal was talkcr

I up
and re=-eschoed, The ponies, now in pieitive terror, leaped forward un-

der the lash and soon we reachesd the more settled country amd were .mf'ﬂ_, '

We had 1little d:l..t‘fiuult;r with the Governor st Pakov,

aleven year old son IIPL'IEGI vary rair Emgl:lah 80 that we
manicate with cnmidamhlu anga,

His

were able to gom=

Had we any 'prutpnuiﬁnu'__nga;innt Russia?  We had not,

Had w2 money for tra*rﬁll:l.ng_f!-j ‘Plenty,

There woa o train to-night Jor Beriin, Had wea thﬂ'l;lf,']‘.t of
taking 1t°? It was the only thir.-g we ha.:l thought of,

# Very well, then, Hiﬂ 'E}:nefllahny wopld send us 'an ho
military escort to take us fwom tha W t hot

.-mrn‘nja
tal to the ﬂtadﬂn. Qur

Azmerican gold pleces were no good .a.nd hh did not care to eash them, But,

when wa ahﬂwau nim some axXpress .,mnu;.' :u:'de“u, he soon converted them -

=

. into e¢oin of the ﬂl;n:tn realm,

i
- 1 - s
"J.ai__,_.-._f |

exts of soldiore

. .-.'.\5‘ d F'_l:l-‘i
"Graat trip, wasn't 1EPR F&

i mt-la, hunting soft spote on th,l
ﬁlni out,
1 %2 rubved the itones out of my

"Best I ever had," 1 : L Mopa we do as well naxt

nlt for his sore places as tho tr

: I upﬂﬂdﬂd oy Hpa:'ﬂ.inqd FLT]
/ 'ﬁrnhn »iba, ]

=
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